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Saint Patrick’s Catholic Primary School

Lacock Road, Corsham

Wiltshire, SN13 9HS

Tel: 01249 713125   

Fax: 01249 701670 

E-mail: admin@st-patricks.wilts.sch.uk
www.st-patricks.wilts.sch.uk

Live, Love and Learn Like Jesus




Dear Parents/ Carers,

We are excited to introduce our new decodable reading books. We have been successful in winning a bid to purchase new reading books in collaboration with Ramsbury English Hub. 

Book Banding

Previously children brought home books that were banded by stage; however, the books have been sorted and aligned with the Letters and Sounds systematic synthetic phonics programme that is being taught in the classroom. 

[Synthetic phonics is a method of teaching reading. Children are taught to read letters or groups of letters by saying the sound(s) they represent. Children start to read words by blending the sounds (phonemes) together to make a word. Systematic synthetic phonics is the quickest method to teaching pupils to read and write. It provides them with strategies to decode words, which is especially important because English is such a difficult language to learn.]

The previous method of classifying reading books was based simply on factors such as the length of words, sentences and texts, the range of punctuation used, and the size of print. Because children’s prior phonic knowledge is not considered, book bands instead rely on repetitive, predictable text, sight words and multi-cueing.

Extensive evidence-based research supports using books which have been carefully matched to a child’s developing phonic knowledge as they provide multiple benefits: 

· they are fully decodable and match phonics teaching so far; children can read independently and with confidence 

· no guessing is required so children have a secure and confident start 

· children can use their phonics to read familiar words and discover new ones, helping to increase vocabulary knowledge

· decodable books do not need to rely on repetitive, predictable text, which can often be boring for children 

· books with a phonics focus reinforce the knowledge and skills required for spelling 

· progress is rapid when children can practise and apply the specific knowledge and skills as they are taught in class

Ultimately, the aim of phonics teaching is to enable children to become confident, capable readers, who can decode and understand whatever they choose to read. Good decoding is a prerequisite of good comprehending. 

At first, it may seem that your child/ren is bringing home a book that is ‘too easy’ however, for pupils  to fully comprehend what they are reading they must be able to read the book with 95% fluency and only have to decode a few words. Children will be sharing their love of reading with you at home rather than struggling to read every word. A more enjoyable experience for everyone!

We recommend that you listen to your child/ren read their new decodable book at least four times a week (you don’t have to finish the book every time). You can spend the first few reads focusing on the decodable words and the ‘tricky’ words. The following reads can focus on comprehension, inference and ‘story-teller’ voice. You will be amazed at the ‘story-teller’ voice your child/ren will use, the confidence they have at being able to read a book independently and the discussion you will have around the story. There are suggested comprehension questions inside the books that you may wish to use. 
Please note your child’s book will now be changed once a week (they will be changed every Monday). As these books are brand new we do ask that you look after them and return them. We ask that you continue to bring the books into school each morning but they will not be changed daily. 

Thank you to all parents who attended the phonics workshop. If you were unable to attend the PowerPoint is available on our website. 

Yours Sincerely 

Miss Jones, Mrs Sykes and Mrs Solomon 
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Headteacher:    Miss Rita E. McLoughlin BA (Hons) QTS, NPQH

               Chair of Governors:    Mrs Mary Ellis
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